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A Clinical Consideration of Rabies.* 
By J..0. Powtey, M.R.C.V.S., Sutton Coldfield. 


The question of a fuller co-operation between the 
medical and veterinary professions has been urged 
recently in both the medical and veterinary press, 
and I take it all thinking men are agreed that such 
co-operation can only benefit both professions and 
make for progress. 

In this question of co-operation our chief concern 
is with the diseases communicable from animals to 
man, and of such diseases rabies takes first place 
owing to its dangerous and loathsome nature, and the 
fact that it almost invariably kills the individual 
unfortunate enough to contract it. 

The medical man in the first place must rely on the 
diagnosis of rabies in the animal by the veterinary 
practitioner before he can advise as to treatment 
in the human subject, and on this account it behoves 
every veterinary practitioner to make himself as 
conversant as possible with the clinical picture of 
rabies in animals. 

Rabies is a somewhat vast subject to treat in its 
entirety at a meeting of this nature, which is com- 
posed principally of practitioners, and I therefore 
propose dealing with it chiefly from its clinical aspect, 
the aspect with which we as practitioners are mostly 
concerned. 

Our insular position should preclude the intro- 
duction of rabies into our midst, but, unfortunately, 
human nature being what it is, we must expect, or 
at least be prepared for—with our barriers broken 
down consequent to the conquest of the air—occasional 
re-introductions at intervals. Then, again, foreign 
dogs of various breeds are in great demand and 
commanding high prices. These factors, as well as 
the desire on the part of certain temperaments to 
satisfy the lady who wishes for such foreign pets, will 
always tend to encourage attempts at a certain amount 
of smuggling, and with smuggling taking place, 
sooner or later an incubating dog will be landed and 
set up a new centre of disease. 

When one bears in mind the facilities for smuggling 
dogs into this country during the war period, one 
can only wonder that. we have escaped so lightly. 

My object to-day is to try and give you the benefit 
of my clinical experience of rabies since its re-intro- 
duction into this country in 1918. 

Rabies, or dog madness, conjures up in the mind of 
the person not conversant with the disease a picture 
of a dog in an absolute state of frenzy, a fearsome 
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object to behold, and one from which everyone 
rushes in terror. One sees the foam flying from the 
mouth during the mad rush, the teeth snapping, the 
eyes wild and staring and looking for the next victim. 
In actual practice this picture is seldom exhibited. 

Whilst it is quite an easy matter for the practitioner 
with no esperience of the disease to overlook a case 
of rabies, the clinician, with or without an extended 
experien¢e, should diagnose it clinically with a fair 
amount of assurance, provided he uses powers of 
observation worthy of one describing himself as a 
clinician. By this | mean that the gentleman who 
prides himself on his lightning powers of diagnosis 
will more often than not fail to recognise the early 
symptoms of rabies, with the possible risk of giving 
an infective dog an opportunity of inoculating some 
unfortunate human being. 

A tremendous responsibility is thrown on any 
veterinary surgeon called in to diagnose a suspect 
dog, and this responsibility is one that cannot be lightly 
brushed aside. In the first place it is the bounden 
duty of each and every practitioner when called in 
to a suspected case to take every precaution and 
assure himself that the suspected animal shall not be 
given the opportunity, firstly, of endangering human 
life and, secondly, the lives of other animals. 

One will naturally ask, ““ What are the best safe- 
guards ?”’ But, before discussing this point from its 
practical aspect, I would like to impress on the mem- 
bers present the absolute necessity of obtaining the 
dog’s history from the owner, and reasons for suspecting 
the animal. 

Those of us who have had an extensive experience 
of the disease can recall cases reported, and brought 
for advice by the owners, where a clinical examination 
of the suspect failed to detect any symptoms of disease 
or illness whatever, and one was inclined to dismiss 
the case with the opinion that the owner was 
romancing, or labouring under delusions, consequent 
on the presence of cases in the district. This warning 
will come home to us more fully when we come to 
consider several of the clinical cases. 

The ideal is a well-lighted observation kennel, 
with close boarded or, better still, galvanised iron 
sides without any projections which the suspect 
can gnaw or bite. There should be a small enclosure 
safeguarding the entrance to the kennel proper, so 
that should the suspect escape through the kennel 
door there is the added safeguard of another door to 
negotiate. The door, both of the enclosure and the 
kennel, should open inwards. Failing the ideal, 
the animal should be secured with a well-fitting wire 
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cage muzzle, a collar which cannot be siipped, and a 
stout chain (not leather) in some suitable enclosed 
building where contact cannot take place with other 
animals. In other words, one should always arrange 
for a most effective isolation and quarantine until 
one is positive vo" the diagnosis, or the suspect is dead. 

It is not my wish to weary you with what might 
appear at first sight to be unnecessary detail, but 
this detail is so essential a factor in a stamping out 
policy that one could not very well pass it over 
without comment. 

It is not sufficient to request the owner to take the 
dog home and isolate it; it is the duty of the 
practitioner to assure himself that the animal is 
properly isolated, and any member of the profession 
who fails in this duty is incurring a heavy responsibility 

Under the Animals (Notification of Disease) Order 
of 1919 any veterinary surgeon or veterinary 
practitioner who is of opinion that any animal is 
rabid, or even suspects it to be rabid, shall immediately 
report the facts to the Local Authority. 

I do not think there are any veterinary practitioners 
worthy of the name who still adhere to the spontaneous 
origin of this disease, and it is now generally recognised 
even by the majority of the lay public that it is specific, 
and is usually transmitted by inoculation with infective 
discharges from the rabid animal, the chief inoculating 
medium being infective saliva by means of the bite. 
It is to be noted that the disease can be transmitted 
experimentally through the conjunctival mucous 
membrane, and if it.can be done experimentally, 
there seems no valid reason why such inoculations 
should not occasionally occur under natural conditions, 
and one cannot afford to lose sight of this fact when 
dealing with the disease in the field. 

Rabies having established itself in a district, the 
chief factor in its spread is the canine species. Any 
rabid animal can transmit, but the dog in this country 
is the chief factor, mainly owing to his capacity for 
biting and his wandering habits. 

This being essentially a disease affecting the nervous 
system, anyone conversant with nervous conditions 
will realise the variety of symptoms which may show 
themselves, and it will be of advantage at this stage 
to enumerate some of the symptoms seen. 

The most important symptom is an altleration/in 
disposition, and one which should always be looked 
upon with grave suspicion. The docile animal may 
become snappy and dangerous, the ferocious brute 
evince a desire for human companionship. The 
clean house dog may suddenly develop filthy habits, 
defsecating and micturating all over the house, as if 
these natural functions had suddenly become un- 
controllable, the disposition of the animal being 
entirely reversed, to the wonder and astonishment of 
the owner. 

Restlessness and a desire to wander is usually 
very noticeable, the animal not being able to find 
a resting place to his liking. Sometimes it is a con- 
tinual wandering round the room as if looking for a 
means of escape, at other times it would appear as 
if the animal could find no comfortable resting 





place, but will suddenly jump up, walk a few yards 
and flop down again, repeating the performance 
again and again. The desire to wander varies, 
and in some cases is entirely absent. The wanderer 
is the dangerous dog, and the one that does most of 
the damage. Frequently the wandering dog 
practically takes a bee line, and will cover anything 
from 20—40 miles in the course of a few hours. Such 
an animal travels with the nose to the ground as a 
rule, and at a steady pace. He does not look for 
trouble, but anything crossing his path may expect 
to receive a snap. In some cases the wandering 
fits are spasmodic, the animal disappearing from 
home for several hours, and returning in an exhausted, 
ruffled condition to rest, only to wander off again in 
the course of the next twelve to twenty-four hours. 
This performance may be repeated several times. 
As a rule, when the dog returns from these shorter 
wanderings, the owner notices that he appears quite 
ashamed of himself, and is inclined to hide away. 

Appetite is usually in abeyance, although rabid 
animals sometimes do eat. 

Throat symptoms are, as a rule, present, and usually 
take the form of difficulty in swallowing, and apparent 
sore throat. The owner very frequently brings 
the dog for advice, with the statement that there is 
an obstruction in the throat, probably a bone. The 
throat symptoms, which are accompanied with 
salivation and deglutition movements, certainly seem 
to lend support to the owner’s surmise, but with 
rabies in a district it will behove all practitioners 
to beware of these throat cases, and handle them 
carefully before attempting to pass a probang. Often 
there is retching and vomition. 

Salivation is most pronounced in some cases, and 
in others entirely absent. The salivation is inter- 
mittent and not continuous. It frequently happens 
that the dog is left apparently well in the evening, 
and in the morning the kennel or room occupied is 
soaked with saliva. 

Snapping at imaginary objects.—This is usually 
described as “snapping at imaginary flies,” the 
animal making snapping movements with the jaws, 
without any apparent object being discernible to 
excite the snapping. 

Pain on defecation is sometimes shown by the 
animal crying out during the act. 

Depraved appetite is seen in the swallowing of 
foreign bodies, and in some cases eating own feces 
immediately after the act of defecation. 

Pain on micturition is again evidenced by the animal 
crying out during the act. <A most significent sign 
which must be looked upon with grave suspicion is 
to see the dog immediately lap up his own urine after 
micturating. 

Destructiveness is seen in the tearing up of mats, 
bedding, etc., chewing the woodwork of the kennel 
or other enclosure, ete. 

Hypersensitiveness and cutaneous irritation —-The 
slightest touch of the body in some cases, and more 
especially the abdomen, produces symptoms of great. 
pain and howling. 
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The cutaneous irritation is very frequently shown 
by the animal gnawing at various parts of the body, 
the favourite seats being the posterior aspects of the 
fore paws, insides of thighs, and anus. Frequently 
large quantities of hair are plucked out, the kennel or 
enclosure being found littered with the pluckings. 

Altered facial expression.---The expression varies 
in the different cases. In some there is a peculiar 
hang-dog look, and in others a fixed stare (dropped 
jaw cases) which is somewhat pitiable to behold. 
Sometimes the expression is peculiarly ferocious. 
The head may be carried to one side, the eyes blood- 
shot, and the membrana nictitans elevated. Occasion- 
ally facial grimaces may be observed, and strabis- 
mus is not uncommon. 

A discharge from the eyes is a not inconstant 
symptom, and apt to be somewhat misleading, 
owing to its likeness to distemper. In rabies the 
discharge may be in one or both eyes, is always of 
a thick muco-purulent nature, and in large quantity. 
The discharge is always thrown out quickly, and one 
may see the animal with eyes clear and bright, and 
two hours afterwards there will be a thick muco- 
purulent film covering one or both eyes. There 
may be protrusion of the eyeballs, and on the other 
hand the eyeballs may be sunken, cornea lustreless, 
vision impaired, and great depression. 

Lameness is a most misleading symptom, and apt 
to throw one off one’s guard. The lameness is sudden 
in onset, usually beginning in a fore limb, and fre- 
quently intermittent, and changing from one limb 
to another. Examination of the patient fails to 
reveal any cause for the lameness, and one is apt to 
attribute it to rheumatism; time, of course, throws 
up other definite symptoms of rabies. Sometimes 
it is a decided stiffness of the limbs, and pain is 
exhibited when the animal is made to walk. In one 
case an exaggerated stringhalt action in all four 
limbs was seen. 

Inability to swallow is a fairly constant symptom. 
The animal has the power of prehension and lapping, 
taking food and liquids into the mouth, but, especially 
in the case of liquids, if watched carefully, it will be 
seen that no deglutition movements are made, the 
liquid running out of the mouth again. Occasionally 
when swallowing takes place after drenching muscular 
spasms are produced with loss of control of the limbs, 
the animal sprawls on the ground in a helpless manner, 
and is in fact paralysed. 

In a large number of cases stroking of the head is 
much appreciated, and appears to give the unfortunate 
animal a sense of relief, but on attempting to with- 
draw, the animal snaps at the retreating hand. 

Irritation of the inoculation wound is fairly constant, 
and is shown by the constant gnawing at the scar 
if one is present. 

The passage of bile-stained liquid feces in the early 
stages is not uncommon. 

Alertness is often a most noticeable symptom, the 
animal lying rolled up in a ball as if asleep, but with 
a most alert, watchful expression on the face, and any 
attempt to approach or touch the animal with a 





stick is at once countered. At other times the dog 
runs round and round in circles licking the ground. 

Increased friendliness is sometimes shown by the 
desire to continually lick the mouths of other dogs, 
and even the mouth of the owner. Needless to say, 
this is a source of great danger to the owner. 

Dogs not infrequently micturate in the sitting 
posture in the manner of a bitch, and there is acute 
pain during the act of micturition. The urine is 
voided in intermittent squirts, each squirt producing 
a howl of pain. 

Twitchings of local groups of muscles, especially 
of the head and face, are not infrequent. 

Licking of the external genitals and increased 
sexual desire are often present. 

The howl of a rabid dog is something quite 
diagnostic, and once heard never forgotten. It is 
somewhat difficult to describe, but apparently starts 
with an attempt at the normal bark, followed by a 
hound note, and eventually tails off with a prolonged, 
weird howl, the process being repeated again and 
again until the voice becomes quite hoarse. 

The term “ hydrophobia” is apparently a misnomer, 
as few rabid animals appear to fear water, but what 
they appear to fear is the reflection of light from the 
surface of water. 

Dropped jaw is usually called “dumb rabies,” and 
a rabid dog with a dropped jaw is fairly harmless, as 
he has lost the power to bite. A note of warning 
must be issued in connection with these dropped 
jaws, as it occasionally happens that the paralysis 
of the jaw recovers for a short, indefinite period, 
and during this indefinite period the animal has 
regained the power to bite. It is in these dropped 
jaw cases that one sees the tongue frequently swollen 
and congested, and protruding from the mouth. 

A common idea is that all rabid animals show a 
desire to bite anvthing and everything. A certain 
percentage of rabid dogs could hardly be made to bite. 
Others show a decided propensity for attacking their 
own species only. In one case the rabid dog (an 
Irish terrier) never attempted to bite any other 
animal, all his animus being against the human 
species, of whom he attacked and bit about seventeen. 
Very often the dog on the run does not seek en- 
counters, but anything crossing his path receives an 
irritable snap. The rabid dog as a rule does not stop 
to fight it out, but is more inclined to give one or two 
quick snaps and pass on. 

These are some of the most important symptoms 
to carry in one’s mind when dealing with a suspect, 
and I would advise all practitioners, more especially 
those in scheduled rabies areas, to look with a watch- 
ful eye on any dog showing nervous or brain symptoms 
without apparent cause. 

Mr. Powley concluded by giving reports of two 
cases with post-mortem appearances. [These were 
included in our Clinical column last week.—Ep.] 

DIscussION. 


Mr. Tupor Huaues initiated a brief discussion on the 
paper, congratulating the author on his lucid exposition. 
He said he had not seen many rabid animals, but he had 
had some experience of animals in quarantine, in regard to 
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which Mr. Powley gave some very useful hints, such as 
having a door that opensinwards. Rabies was commoner 
on the continent than in this country, and it was more 
prevalent there than in pre-war days, owing to the super- 
vision having been relaxed. That meant that we were 
more liable to get rabies introduced by imported dogs than 
was formerly the case. It was necessary, therefore, that 
practitioners should understand the disease, as they never 
knew when they would come up against it. Personally, 
he had found Mr. Powley’s paper very instructive, as well 
as interesting. 

Mr. Aston said he saw two cases of rabies when he was 
a subaltern and before he was qualified. He took the 
dog in and it died without biting anybody. Another was 
brought in a fortnight afterwards and the veterinary 
colonel came along and ordered its immediate destruction. 
Those two experiences upset his old notion of rabies, 
which was that of a wild animal rushing down the street. 
The dumb form seemed to be the more common, but he 
did not think it was any the less dangerous. 

Mr. Brooks said he had a fairly extensive dog practice, 
but he had not for many years seen anything of rabies. 
What struck him was the insidious way in which it might 
be encountered. It was quite common to get a dog that 
was strange in its behaviour and showing symptoms that 
could easily be mistaken for rabies. That made it 
necessary to take great care, seeing how possible it was 
for rabies to find its way into this country. Many 
symptoms might be mistaken for rabies and prove to be 
nothing worse than ordinary meningitis. The insidious- 
ness of rabies was its greatest danger and a practitioner 
could not be too careful in his diagnosis or in watching 
developments. Although rabies might be remote, they 
should always have it in view. 

Mr. MARTIN, SEN., said he had not seen much rabies for 
the last 35 years, but he had often been called by the police 
to examine suspected cases. Quite recently, a whippet 
that was behaving strangely, bit a man and the post- 
mortem showed a twist of the bowels. He met with 
cases of this so-called hydrophobia in Glasgow 40 years 
ago, but people did not take as much notice of it as they 
would to-day. Once, when he was an assistant in 
Cheshire, he saw a dog that belonged to a man who also 
owned a driving cob. The dog disappeared but the cob 
developed a swelling round the throat. He thought it 
was strangles and treated her for it. The cob became 
worse, held on to the manger with her teeth and let herself 
down on the ground in that way. The cob was shot and 
she was found to have been suffering from rabies. 

Mr. Brooke related an experience of his three months 
ago. A valuable clumber spaniel behaved strangely and 
bit two men and the keeper’s child. On examination, he 
(Mr. Brooke) discovered deep-seated canker in the ear, 
which yielded to treatment and the dog recovered. 

Mr. ForsytTH said he saw a fair number of cases in his 
young days, and they exhibited much the same symptoms 
as Mr. Powley had described. During that outbreak’ he 
could with confidence give an opinion, but he had since 
then been several times deceived. He had had a few 
cases in dogs which exhibited symptoms typical of rabies, 
but on examination by the Ministry of Agriculture there 
was no trace of rabies to be found. That convinced him 
that in isolated cases, rabies was very difficult to diagnose. 
His advice in suspected cases was to keep the dog away 
from everybody and everything for nine or ten days, but 
that was not always an easy thing to do, as there were so 
few places in which a dog could be properly isolated. 

Mr. PEMBERTON said he had not much experience of 
rabies, but about 12 months ago he was called to a dog 
which was all right the day before, but all at once it ran 
round the place and behaved generally as though it was 
mad. It was shot, and as the result of a post-mortem 
he came to the conclusion that it was a case of epilepsy 
and not rabies. To diagnose correctly a case of rabies 
was, in his opinion, a very difficult thing. There were 
so many brain affections in dogs which resembled rabies 
in their symptoms to a great extent. 
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The Hon. SEcrETARY said that like the previous speakers, 
he regretted the absence of Mr. Powley and especially the 
reason for it. The paper was an extremely useful one, 
and the facts it contained really beyond criticism. Those 
facts would be of great use to any veterinary surgeon who 
was called in to examine a suspected case of rabies. The 
symptoms of rabies were the symptoms of a good many 
other canine complaints, which made diagnosis all the 
more difficult. -He remembered a case in which a dog was 
behaving very strangely in the street and he had great 
difficulty in approaching it. It showed many of the 
symptoms mentioned by Mr. Powley, such as frothing 
at the mouth, a staggering gait and a disposition to snap 
at anything. It proved to be in great pain from a small 
wound at the tip of its tail, which it was trying to reach. 
He thought it was a great mistake to kill an animal that 
was suspect. It was better to let it go on, of course, 
under proper control, because if it was rabies it would 
eventually die and it gave the authorities a better chance 
of discovering whether it really was rabies. It was now 
much easier to bring a dog into this country than it was 
a few years ago and that was one of the reasons that induced 
Mr. Powley to prepare this paper. In the old days, one 
looked for some exciting symptoms such as were recorded 
in the text books, and the fact that there were so many 
dumb cases showed how important it was to be well 
acquainted with all the symptoms. They could not 
be too cautious in examining a dog that was suspected of 
having rabies. 

The PRESIDENT said he wished to thank Mr. Powley for 
his carefully prepared essay on this important subject. 
As Mr. Dawes had reminded them, dogs could be brought 
over to this country in flying machines and they thus 
escaped examination. That opened up a new danger and 
made an outbreak of rabies much more likely than was 
the case before the war. He was old enough to remember 
the Pasteur Institute being opened and the number of 
patients who used to go over to Paris from this country, 
but they heard less about that sort of thing to-day. 
Epilepsy, teething and even worms often led to symptoms 
that might be mistaken for rabies and for that reason he 
agreed with Mr. Dawes that it was a mistake to kill every 
suspected case. If suitable provision could be made for 
isolating the patient, they had not long to wait before they 
knew definitely whether it was rabies or not. 








World Conference on Serum. 


A conference, held under the auspices of the Health 
Committee of the League of Nations, was recently 
opened by Sir Alfred Mond at the Ministry of Health. 
The object of the conference was to draw up proposals 
for the standardisation of the methods of preparing 
different varieties of serum, and to standardise the 
technique of certain serological tests. The members 
were invited as representatives of the various 
bacteriological laboratories, the English delegates 
having been selected by the Medical Research Council. 
The foreign delegates included three representatives 
from the Pasteur Institute in Paris, and representatives 
of other countries interested in these investigations, 
including Germany and the United States. 


. A French cargo boat running from Oran to Casablanca 
was caught in a full gale. Seeing it was a matter of losing 
220 passengers or throwing 200 head of cattle overboard, 
the captain heaved the cattle into the sea. The animals 
made desperate efforts to keep above water, driving their 
horns into one another in their frantic struggles. The 
steamer eventually reached Casablanca, having lost its 
live cargo and all the luggage of the passengers. 
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GREETINGS. 


To all our readers we wish “A Prosperous New 
Year.” Upon this occasion particularly we apprec- 
iate the significance of the time-honoured salutation. 

We believe that the coming year must prove to 
be one of the most momentous in the annals of the 
profession. Those who are best fitted to appreciate 
the significance of the phase through which we are 
now passing will be inclined to regard the coming 
year as one which, so far as human perspicuity can 
determine, is most fraught with matters of vital 
moment to our future well being. 

We believe, nay, we are convinced, that because we 
are absolutely united in our decision upon certain 
principles, the experiences of the next twelve months 
must surely witness a milestone in our history. 

We especially welcome this opportunity of tendering 
our felicitations to the ‘“‘ National,’ because it is 
evident that an undertaking of very considerable 
moment has been elevated from the slough of un- 
certainty to the rock of success. 

Twelve months ago the “* National ” embarked upon 
a very boisterous sea, and those who were best 
qualified to form an opinion were not without some 
apprehension concerning the result. It was recognised 
when first the Association undertook the hazardous 
task of re-organisation and of the initiation of its 
own journal that the first year must inevitably decide 
whether or no the undertaking would prove successful. 
The fact that we are in a position to extend our 
greetings to the Association is evidence that the ven- 
ture is not doomed to failure. It is safe to say that 
the results so far obtained have not only served to 
silence the pessimists, a most useful and stimulating 
section well represented in our professional com- 
munity, but have indeed fulfilled the anticipations of 
the optimists. 

The Association has secured over one thousand new 
members during the past year, an achievement of 
no mean order, and one upon which it has received 
the congratulations of the sister organisation in 
America. It is true that nearly one-half of the 
graduates of these isles are already members, but it 
requires more. 

There can be no sense of real professional represen- 
tation, no feeling even of security, until the member- 
ship is substantially increased. 





During the coming year, especially when unity of 
thought and of action is demanded alike by our 
friends and those who are not our friends, it should 
be possible to increase the membership by at least an 
additional thousand, and so demonstrate that we, as 
a profession, are not so incapable of effort as is 
apparently supposed. Much of this valuable work 
can and should be done by individual members—by 
individual effort. 

The members of the Council of the R.C.V.S. 
elected by approximately one-sixth of the profession. 
Surely the time has come when more evidence must 
be forthcoming of the interest which is shown by 
veterinary surgeons in the policy which is to deter- 
mine their future well-being. 

The “ National,” if it is to be representative of the 
opinions, and the aspirations, of the profession, must 
voice the sentiments of more than one-half of the 
veterinary graduates of the country. 

The voice of a few shouting themselves hoarse in 
the wilderness of lay indifference can be of no avail. 

The volume of sound emanating from the throats 
of thousands will force the attention of the pre- 
occupied. 

It can be done. 
done. 


are 


It is up to us to see that it is 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Resutt or Examinations, DECEMBER, 1921. 
(continued.) 





LIVERPOOL : 

Class A.—R. L. Higgins, A. C. Shuttleworth. 

Class B.—R. K. Alexander, R. H. Evans, R. Hedley, 
T. W. Hughes, W. O. Jones, E. G. Robertson, J. 
Starrar, N. Wooley. 

Ylass C.—C. G. Allen, J. Holt, J. Richards.* 
EDINBURGH :— 

Class A.—R. F. Bain, E. J. Chun, A. G. Hevening- 
ham, R. E. Johnson, W...R. Kerr,* D. McAlister, 
D. A. MacPhee, M. Moheyudean, T. Skinner, G. 8. 
Sutton. 

Class B.—G. F. Boddie, N. Dobson, D. Drummond, 
E. G. Duncan, R. Forman, J. C. Grant, J. McDonald, 
J. Mackintosh, G. D. Munro, K. Ollerhead, W. C. L. 
Orr, H. Preston, A. 8. Rutherford, G. A. Sangster, 
W. H. Scott. 

Class C.—R. Bristow,* R. Dunwoody, G. Edmond- 
son, I. A. Galloway,* C. P. Inglis, W. Peirson, J. T. 
Shirlaw, R. Simmonds, R. 8. Smyth. 

Class D.—-A. W. Baird, N. M. Clayton, W. Coulter, 
J. Lyon, R. A. 8. McDonald, C. Machattie, J. H. 
Motion, T. J. Patterson, W. Tweed. 

GLASGOW :— 

Class A.—D. Canning, F. J. Gilman, R. I. Leask. 

Class B.—J. Dykes, A. Eccles, W. 8. Gordon, J. 
Heard, J. H. 8. McKie, J. Plenderleith, J. Reid, W. L. 
Stewart, R. Watson. a 

* Denotes 2nd class honours. 
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Class C.—J. McKellar, E. Macnamara, A. Pottie, 
R. Scoular, A. Stark. 

Class D.—A. Hamilton, A. Houston, W. B. McAleer, 
W. J. Rice, G. T. Weir. 

LONDON :— 

Class B.—K. P. Barrett,* H. E. Bywater, F. J. 
Eardley, A. Fowler, E. K. Gatfield, A. E. Gilmore, 
F. W. Goodall, H. W. Holland, T. D. Lloyd-Jones, 
B. Moss, E. J. L. Norman, J. Pickup, E. E. Scott, 
E. R. Tazewell, J. C. Wallace, B. O. E. Walpole, 
A. E. Ward,* J. D. Williams,* R. R. Willing,* J. G. 
Wright, 

Class C.—E. R. Ambrose, R. C. U. Fisher, E. J. 
Gill, C. Parker,* A. W. Stableforth. 

Class D.—J. A. A. Barlow, G. N. Bushman, A. M. 
Diesel, 8. V. Golledge,* J. W. M. Hinton, C. G. 
Hopson, H. J. Loveless, 8. W. J. Van Rensburg. 








Abstracts and Reviews. 





Fecal Examination for Parasites and Eggs. 


In this paper Hall describes simple methods by which 
the veterinary practitioner may determine the presence 
of parasites or their eggs in feces. Wherever practicable 
the feces should be screened. Those of the dog, cat, and 
pig may be broken up in water and screened without 
difficulty. Sheep and goat feces are much more difficult 
to manipulate, though they can be screened to advantage 
in looking for parasites. Cow manure is easily screened, 
but its bulk makes the examination of a day’s manure a 
difficult task. Horse dung is too coarse to screen success- 
fully in the amounts passed in one day, and must be 
examined by being carefully picked apart by hand. The 
nature of the screen used depends on various circumstances. 
Where few examinations are made and little apparatus is 
available a picce of cheese cloth may be stretched over 
hoops or a bucket top to make a screen. Where routine 
examination of fecal matter is undertaken, wire screens, 
of copper or brass, of assorted sizes of 6-100 mesh apertures 
to the inch are of value. After the feces have been broken 
up thoroughly by soaking them in water and shaking, they 
are poured through the screen or screens, and each screen 
is then put in a glass dish containing water and examined 
for asites. 

hen the eggs of parasites are searched for by micro- 
scopic examination, the simplest method is to make a 
smear of a small piece of feces on a slide, rub it up with a 
little water to form a uniform paste, and examine under 
the microscope. This method gives satisfactory evidehce 
when there is gross infestation, but it is not a delicate 
method, and cannot be depended upon to detect light 
infestations. A simple method that will give a high 
degree of concentration is as follows :— 

The feces are broken up, screened through a set of 
screens placed in a rack with the coarsest screens at the 
top and the finer ones at the bottom, the material passing 
through all the screens being caught in a suitable tray 
or dish. After standing for about a minute the upper 
half of the fluid is decanted away and replaced by clean 
water. This process is repeated every minute until the 
soluble colouring matter and floating flocculent matter is 
all poured away and the water stands clear on the sediment 
at the bottom. The water is then decanted away until 
only a little is left on the sediment, and this is shaken u 
pone | poured into a centrifuge tube until the tube is full. 
The tube is then set in a rack until the examination is 
performed. In the course of this manipulation all fecal 
material which is too coarse to pass through a screen with 
100 apertures to the inch has been eliminated by the 

* Denotes 2nd class honours. t Denotes Ist «lass honours. 








screens, while, on the other hand, such screens will allow the 
passage of the largest parasite eggs one need take into 
consideration, and the soluble colouring matter and 
floating flocculent material eliminated by the washing 
and sedimenting. What is then left is the eggs and other 
material of about the same size as the eggs or other smaller 
and heavy material. When there is a bottom sediment, 
evidently composed of sand, in the tray or dish used to 
catch the feces passing through the screen, this should be 
allowed to remain in the dish and not rinsed into the 
test-tube, as the eggs are lighter and will be on top of such 

a sediment. 

By this method a high degree of concentration is 
obtained, and it is applicable to a wide range of animals. 
Hall states that there are many published methods for 
examining feces for parasite eggs, but most of them are 
intended only for human feces, which is a very special 
case, and some of them only for hook-worm eggs, which 
is again a very special case. They are more or less 
elaborate, although sometimes very useful within the 
range of their applicability. For the purposes of the 
veterinarian the simple technique given here and intended 
for feces of any sort and the detection of parasite eggs of 
any sort is recommended. It has to be borne in mind, 
however, that failure to find eggs in feces with any 
technique is not conclusive proof that no worms are present. 
In very light infestations the few eggs present in feces may 
not be observed in the preparations examined. Where 
only male nematodes are present there will be no eggs in 
the feces. Where only larve or young worms are present 
there will be no eggs, and egg production may be inter- 
rupted or terminated by old age, anthelmintics, or 
accidents. 

[Haut (Maurice C.). Examining Feces for Parasites and 
Parasite Eggs.— Vet. Med. Chicago, 1921. Sept. 
Vol. 16, No. 9. pp. 52-54.— Trop. Vet. Bulletin, 
November, 1921.] 





Drugs in Epizootic Lymphangitis. 

Cocu records a case of epizootic lymphangitis with very 
extensive lesions that was successfully treated by the use 
of drugs by Bridré and himself. Confluent lesions were 
present in both fore limbs, together with very thick corded 
lymphatics, on the scrotum and sheath, round the lips 
and nostrils, and on the pituitary membrane. The 
internal surface of one of the tibias showed a large exostosis 
due to the deeper layers of the periosteum, or perhaps the 
bone itself, beinginvolved. With the exception of opening 
a few abscesses, treatment was purely medical and con- 
sisted of intravenous injections of novarsenobenzol and 
potassium iodide. A complete cure was affected in three 
months. After five years the animal was perfectly 
healthy and the exostosis, though still noticeable, was 
considerably reduced in size. 

The author also mentions a second case with advanced 
confluent lesions that yielded to medical treatment alone, 
of which the exact details are not available, but which 
consisted in injections either of a solution of biniodide 
of mercury or of the double solution of methyl-arsenate 
of soda and benzoate of mercury, which has proved 
effective in the treatment of pernicious anzmia in horses. 
[Cocu (M.). Traitement de la lymphangite épizootique. 

(Treatment of Epizootic Lymphangitis.)— Rec. Méd. 

Vé. 1920. Nov. 30-Dec. 30. Vol. 96. Nos. 22 and 

24. pp. 501-502.) 





Cardiac Echinococcus Cysts. 


The four cases here described were observed during the 
inspection of Moroccan beef. 

No. 1.—The heart showed three small cysts lying close 
together, varying at the apex in size from a pigeon’s egg 
to a turkey’s. Their walls were indurated and about 15 
mm. thick. They were filled with fluid such as is usually 
found in echinococcus cysts. 

No. 2.—An ovoid cyst attached to the apex of the heart 


by a short pedicle. The wall was not attached to the 
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pericardium. It was 2 mm. in thickness and cantained 
normal fluid. 

No. 3.—Very similar to preceding, but with its wall 
firmly attached to the pericardium, which showed evidence 
of reaction even at points not in contact with the lesion. 
The contents consisted of creamy pus. 

No. 4.—Two cysts situated at the level of the auriculo- 
ventricular furrow on the left surface. One was attached 
to the left heart and contained a faint brown creamy pus. 
The other, situated in front and almost on the right heart, 
contained pus of a distinctly brownish colour. The 
walls of the cysts were composed of concentrically arranged 
lamellz and had a thickness of 6 mm. The pressure 
exerted by the cysts had caused a depression of the hear t 
muscle. (One case was noticed in which a cyst was 
completely embedded in the heart muscle.) 

In no case did the lesions appear to have exerted any 
harmful influence on the state of the animal’s health. 
[VeLu AND DusseRRE. Echinococcose du ccur et du 

péricarde. (Echinococcus Cysts in the Heart and 

Pericardium.) —Rec. Méd. Vét. 1921. Feb. 28. Vol. 

97. No. 4. pp. 96-98. Trop. Vet. Bulletin.] 








Clinical and Case Reports. 


The Editor will be glad to receive from members and others 
contributions to this column of reports of interesting cases. 





Strangulated Inguinal Hernia in Gelding. 

By D. Marswatt, M.R.C.V.S., Otago, N.Z. 
This case was interesting, from being the subject 
of a police prosecution for cruelty, a neighbour of 


the owner being alleged to have chased the patient 
with his dogs round a paddock into which it had 


strayed. It had showed signs of abdominal pain 
at intervals till I saw it, about thirty hours after the 
chasing. 

Subject—A three-year-old Clydesdale gelding, 
just broken. . 

Symptoms.—Seen at 7 p.m., it was standing, 
expression very dull, pulse 75, temp. 101. Con- 


junctiva normal, hardly any peristaltic sounds, 
respirations slightly accelerated, with sobbing 
expiration ; frequent gurglings in gullet, accompanied 
by “suppressed squeal,’ when animal would put 
down its head and discharge large quantities of 
greenish fluid from nostrils and mouth. Rectal 
examination revealed rectum sticky and clinging 
pelvic flexure apparently normal, some loops of 
tympanitic small bowel within reach. TI failed to 
spot the essential lesion, which a careful examination 
of inguinal rings should have detected. 

Diagnosis.-—Twist of small length of small bowel ; 
prognosis hopeless. Passed stomach tube to remove 
as much as possible of fluid, and gave chloral, linseed 
oil and ether, a full dose. 

An hour later colt was in a more pronounced state 
of depression, and died about 11 p.m. 

Autopsy.—Slight swelling of scrotum, carcase in 
fair condition, slight excess of peritoneal fluid. 
Stomach distended with fluid, a little congested ; 
duodenum more so; seen on serous coat, but mucous 
membranes normal, large colon normal, ingesta 
unusually dry and contained large numbers of 
strongylus and other worms. A loop of about 
four inches of small bowel was firmly fixed in 





inguinal canal of left side, inner ring had to be slit 
to release it, entering part distended with gas and 
fluid, exit part flaccid, strangulated portion swollen 
and black, no signs of adhesions to tunica vaginalis, 
which formed a definite pouch on this side. 

I gave, as my opinion, that a slight inguinal hernia 
had always been present, and that undue exertion 
had been the immediate cause of death by inducing 
strangulation, which had been liable to occur at any 
time. 

I might add that in the cruelty prosecution, the 
magistrate, striking an average through some con- 
flicting evidence, inflicted a small fine. 





Necrosis of Vaginal Mucous Membrane in Cows, 
By D. Marsuatt, M.R.C.V.S., Otago, N.Z. 


Retention of the afterbirth is a frequent trouble 
umongst cows in the dairying areas here—South 
Otago, N.Z. My not extensive experience has been 
that many are apparently unaffected by the existence 
of this condition. Frequently, however, such 
apparently unaffected cases, where no treatment 
is attempted, show on examination at a later stage 
some inflammation and enlargement of the cervix, 
with slight purulent vaginal discharge, and failure to 
conceive for several months. 

Other cases show from second or third day after 
calving a rise in temperature of 1 to 2 degrees, reduced 
milk supply, diminished appetite and rapid loss of 
condition. With all such my custom has been to 
remove the afterbirth manually, as gently as possible, 
irrigate the uterus thoroughly with hot antiseptic 
solution, followed by hot saline, and remove as much 
as possible of fluid by syphon or massage per rectum. 
Results have generally been very satisfactory, a 
rapid return to normal, the cow frequently conceiving 
at the first opportunity. 

In three of the following cases, however, conse- 
quences were anything but pleasing. I add the 
fourth, though manipulations at time of parturition 
were probably responsible for condition. 

Case I.—Swubject.—Ayrshire cow, two days calved. 

Symptoms.—Straining frequently, off feed, temp. 
104. Placenta retained” Removed it, taking 
about three-quarters of an hour, and _ irrigated 
thoroughly. Six days later, cow still straining a 
lot, and refusing feed, a section or length of vaginal 
m.m., commencing about 6in. in, was_ necrotic. 
Irrigated and applied ointment and ‘gave sedative. 
Six days still later owner reported apparent prolapse. 
It proved to be the sloughed off length of mucous 
membrane hanging from vulva. 

Result—Cow now made rapid constitutional 
recovery, but even with regular vaginal douching, a 
purulent discharge persisted some months, and cow 
failed to conceive, though thriving and milking well. 

Case II.—Subject—Pure bred Ayrshire cow, some 
days calved. 

Symptoms.—Placenta had been retained and was 
removed by manager. 

24th August, 1921.—Cow dull, appetite poor, 
strains frequently, faeces mucous-coated, and passed 
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Temp. 103, pulse 60. M.M. of 
apparently throughout its length, 
not yet separable. Per rectum uterus could be felt 
larger than it should have been, cervix closed. 
Irrigated uterus and cervix thoroughly, and put on 
stimulants, full doses twice a day. Prognosis fairly 
hopeful. 

27th August, 1921.—Cow in state of collapse, 
lying, almost comatose, vulva blue and becoming 
gangrenous. Died soon after. 

Case II].—Subject.—Ayrshire cow, 
calved. 

Symptoms.—Temperature up, appetite failing. 


with difficulty. 


vagina necrotic, 


three days 


6th October, 1920.—Removed placenta, taking 
nearly an hour. Cow strained a good deal. Irrigated. 


13th October, 1920.—Cow seen when passing, has 
become very thin; put on stimulant treatment. 
No opportunity of irrigating. 

16th October, 1920.—-Passing much _ flocculent 
matter from vagina. Irrigated uterus thoroughly 
with hot saline, continued stimulants. 

25th October, 1920.—Cow beginning 
again. 

Cask IV.—Subject.—Ayrshire cross heifer. 

Tth September, 1921.—Dystokia case, due to head of 
foetus being turned aside. Cow had been trying 
to calve for 6—8 hours. Parts still normal, though 
room limited, and cow continued to strain violently. 
Removed one fore limb before head could be secured, 
kept plenty of warm Lysol solution pumped in, 
but it required efforts of three men to deliver foetus 
once head was straightened. Heifer apparently 
little the worse, was not seen again till the 17th. 

17th September, 1921.—Seen with another owner, 
who reported heifer doing very badly, getting thin, 
off feed and straining a lot. Temp. 104, pulse &4. 
Whole of vaginal mucous membrane, as far as it could 
be examined, was necrotic and separating. Removed 
as much as possible, irrigated vagina with warm, 
weak Lysol, and put on full doses of amm. carb., 
with pot. nit. and gentian. This case was too far away 
to attend to regularly, and though owner said she 
commenced to feed a little better, he apparently 
became disgusted with her miserable appearance, 
and destroyed her a week or so later. 

These cases were apparently due to prolonged 
manipulations with the arm in the vagina. Ayrshire 
cows are always more resentful of such operations, 
and apparently are more susceptible than the stronger 


breeds. 


to thrive 








Association Reports. 


Royal Counties Veterinary Medical Association. 


An Ordinary General Meeting of this Association 
was held at 10 Red Lion Square, London, on Friday, 
November 25th, 1921, Mr. F. W. Willett, President, 
occupying the chair. 

The following members signed the attendance book : 
Mr. J. R. Baxter, Mr. J. C. Coleman, Mr. W. A. Han- 
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cock, Mr. W. R. Kennedy, Mr. Hugh A. MacCormack, 
Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Professor Reynolds, Mr. 8. H. 
Slocock, Mr. J. Willett, Major P. J. Simpson (Hon. 
Secretary), and Mr. A. J. Baxter (visitor). 

On the proposition of Mr. CoLEMAN, seconded by 
Mr. Stocock, the minutes of the previous meeting 
were taken as read and confirmed. 

Letters regretting inability to be present were 
announced from Mr. J. H. Parker, Mr. R. C. Tennant, 
Mr. Rebin Catmur, Professor Hobday, Mr. Henry G. 
Lepper, Mr. James East, Mr. J. H. Pettifer, Captain 
Rees-Mogg, Mr. Little, Mr. G. E. King and Mr. G. 
P. Male. 

Mr. Male, in his letter regretting inability to be 
present, wrote: “‘ I am awfully sorry, but Mrs. Male 
has just had an operation for appendicitis, so of 
course I do not like leaving her for long until the 
critical stages are past. It is early yet, but I am 
thankful to say she is going on very nicely.” 

Mr. G. E. King wrote: “ Will you be good enough 
to tender my resignation as a member of the Associ- 
ation? I am retiring from practice and leaving 
Abingdon next week, after which we shall have no 
fixed domicile. My future movements are at present 
very uncertain.. Probably we shall be abroad for 
some considerable time. If we should settle any- 
where within the confines of the Royal Society, I 
hope again to attend the meetings. Please express 
my cordial greetings to the members and my great 
regret at severing my connection, after being a 
member for over a quarter of a century.” 

The Prestpent said the members were very sorry 
to hear of Mrs. Male’s illness. She had acted as 
hostess to the Association on one occasion, and it was 
only fitting a vote of sympathy should be sent to her. 

Mr. MacCormack moved that a letter be sent to 
Mr. Male, sympathising with Mrs. Male and himself, 
and wishing her a speedy recovery. 

Mr. J. WiLtetr seconded the motion, which was 
unanimously carried. 

The Hon. Secretary read a letter from the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, stating that the next 
Annual General Meeting would be held at Bath, 
and that at its next meeting the Council would proceed 
to the election of the Provisional Committee, and 
asking for a list of members of the division who 
would be likely to serve on that Committee. There 
was also a further letter from Mr. Buxton, dated 
August 17th, explaining that, owing to the vagaries 
of the post, the resolution from the Royal Counties 
Veterinary Association did not reach him at Chester 
in time to be discussed at the meeting of the Council, 
and that he would bring it up at the next meeting, 
early in October. That letter, the Hon. Secretary 
explained, related to a resolution with regard to the 
distribution of sera. He had been instructed to send 
the resolution off to catch the meeting of the National, 
held at Chester, and did so, but, owing to the post, 
as Mr. Buxton had explained, the letter had not been 
received in time. 

There was a further letter from Mr. Buxton, dated 
October 28th, as follows :—- 
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** At a recent meeting, the Council of the N.V.M.A. 
appointed a Special Committee to enquire into and 
report upon the methods of distribution of biological 
products. The matter is, therefore, at present 
more or less sub judice, and it will probably be better 
if the question is not debated by the Divisions 
meanwhile, or if debated is not published. 

“In sending resolutions to the Council it would be 
preferable if the Divisions refrained from making 
recommendations as to the method of dealing with 
such resolutions by the Council. The Council 
should not be asked, for example, to forward the 
resolution to such and such a body. Further, it 
is necessary that the members of the Division 
forwarding a resolution, who represent it on the 
Council of the N.V.M.A., should be present at the 
meeting of Council at which the resolution is to 
be discussed, in order that they may provide 
information which will assist the Council to arrive 
at a decision. Failing the presence of such 
representatives, the Divisional Secretary could 
afford considerable help by stating, as fully as 
possible, the facts which induced the Division to 
frame the resolution. 

“When such information is not available, there is 
always a risk that what is really an important 
matter may not be dealt with adequately by the 
Council through a lack of knowledge of the true 
facts. 


“In order to preserve uniformity of phraseology 
it would perhaps be well if the body framing the 
resolution should be referred to as 
Division and _ not Association, 
‘That this Division, or ‘That the 
Division.’ : 

“1 should be glad if you would kindly inform me, 
at your earliest convenience, of any alterations 
that have been made recently in the officers of your 
Division or in your representatives on the Council, 
in order that | may prepare a list for publication 
next month.” 

The Hon. SECRETARY pointed out that the election 
of representatives to serve on the Council usually came 
up at the meeting of the Association in January. 

Mr. CoLEMAN said he happened to be elected on 
the Provisional Committee, and noticed that a meeting 
was called for next Thursday, at Bath, the very day 
on which the Council meeting of the College was to 
be held, and the meeting of the Central Veterinary 
- Medical Society. He was wondering whether it 
would be possible to postpone the meeting until the 
Saturday. It was very necessary to be at the 
Council meeting and the meeting of the Provisional 
Committee, and if it was pointed out to Mr. Buxton, 
the latter meeting might well be postponed. 


The Hon. Secretary thought it was a question 
for the individual to point the matter out rather 
than for the Society. 

Mr. McInrosu considered that the other points 
in the letter were recommendations only. The 
Royal Counties Association did not exactly receive 


thus: 
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instructions, but were asked to bear certain things 
in mind when sending up resolutions. 

The PReEsIDENT said they were only suggestions. 

At Mr. Willett’s request, the Hon. Secretary read 
the letter again. 

Mr. McInrosu said the terms of the letter were 
quite acceptable and he thought only right. 

The Hon. Secretary also read a letter from the 
Editorial Offices of the National, which said :-- 

“ Since the Veterinary Record became the Official 
Journal of the National Veterinary Medical Associ- 
ation notices of meetings of Divisions and Branches 
of the National are published in the Veterinary 
Record, under the professional advertisements, 
free of charge. 

“We shall be pleased to publish notices of the 
meetings of your Society in the Veterinary Record 
if you care to send them. Will you please note 
that advertisements must be received not later 
than the first post Wednesday morning for inclusion 
in the Record of the same week ? ” 

He had written a letter of thanks, and had availed 
himself of the offer, by advertising the present meeting. 
The next letter he had to announce was from the 
Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
asking for the names of officers, when elected, and 
that would be dealt with in due course. A letter 
had also been received from the executors of the late 
John Varney with regard to his practice, and he had 
written to say that the members would do all they 
could to help to dispose of it, and had received the 
particulars. There was also a letter from the Malcolm 
Memorial Fund Committee, which said :— 

“Many of the late Mr. John Malcolm’s friends 
who are in the profession have expressed their 
desire to contribute to the Fund, and have also 
stated that without doubt the Branch Associations 
would willingly subscribe. 

“We should be grateful if you would kindly bring 
this matter before your Association at their next 
meeting, with a request for a subscription from the 
funds of your Association. 

“The work carried out by the late Mr. Malcolm, 
in helping forward the development and formation 
of the present N.V.M.A. should prove a sufficient 
incentive to all members of the profession to 
subscribe. 

“The moneys collected are to be used by the 
Committee to assist in the education of the late 
Mr. Malcolm’s three boys—the eldest being only 
nine years old.” 

Considering all that Mr. Malcolm had done for the 
profession, he thought the Association ought to make 
an effort to do something. 

Mr. J. Witterr suggested deferring the matter 
until the January meeting, and this was agreed to. 

The Hon. Secretary said that, with regard to 
Mr. King’s resignation, he had written telling him 
that he would bring the letter forward at the present 
meeting. 

Mr. J. WiLtLetTT proposed that the resignation be 
not accepted, and that Mr. King be made an Honorary 


Member. 
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Mr. CoLEMAN seconded the motion. 

Mr. Stocock thought it would be a very good thing 
if the Association could see its way to making every 
man an Honorary or Life Member after 25 years, but 
probably the Association could not afford it. 

The Hon. Secretary explained that the rules 
only permitted of Honorary Associates. 

Mr. Hancock said he would propose that the 
resignation be accepted with regret, and Mr. King be 
informed that the members would look forward to 
his return. 

The Hon. Secretary said Mr. King had worked 
very hard for the Society, and he might be made an 
Honorary Associate during his temporary absence. 

Mr. J. WituettT said he would move his resolution 
in those terms.—That Mr. King be made an Honorary 
Associate, and be informed that the members looked 
forward to the time when he would again become an 
active member. 

Mr. Hancock: withdrew his motion and accepted 
Mr. Willett’s, which was seconded by Mr. MacCormack, 
and unanimously carried. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. CoLEMAN said he had great pleasure in pro- 
posing that the present President, Mr. F. W. Willett, 
should retain his office for another year, seeing the 
very excellent manner in which he had conducted the 
work during the past year. Also, as two of the 
meetings had been abandoned, he had not had a full 
vear. 

Mr. McINTosH seconded the motion, believing the 
Association could not do better than elect Mr. Willett 
for another term. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The PREsIDENT thanked the members, and said 
he would do his best in the future, as he had in the past. 

The Hon. Secretary explained that there were four 
Vice-Presidents last year—Mr. McIntosh, Mr. Mac- 
Cormack, Professor Wooldridge and Mr. Broad, 
but Mr. Broad came on as ex-officio. 

Mr. CoLEMAN proposed that Mr. McIntosh, Pro- 
fessor Wooldridge and Mr. MacCormack be re-elected, 
and that Mr. J. R. Baxter be elected in the place of 
Mr. Broad. 

Mr. J. WiILLeTT seconded the motion, which was 
unanimously carried. 

On the proposition of Mr. J. WiLLert, seconded 
by the Presipent, Mr. Verney was unanimously 
re-elected Auditor. 

Mr. McIntosH proposed, and the PRESIDENT 
seconded, the re-election of Mr. Male as Treasurer. 
This was unanimously carried. 

Mr. CoLEMAN proposed the re-election of Major 
Simpson as Honorary Secretary. 

The Hon. Secretary said he should very much 
like to be relieved of his office. 

The PrestpENT hoped Major Simpson would see 
his way to support him for another year. 

Mr. J. WILLETT seconded the proposition, which 
was carried with acclamation. 





THE CoMBINED MEETINGS QUESTION. 


The next matter on the Agenda was to fix the place 
of the next meeting, and discuss arrangements for 
the combined meeting of the Southern Counties, 
the South Eastern and the Royal Counties Veterinary 
Medical Association. 

The Hon. Secretary said a combined meeting 
had been held last January, and it had now come 
round to the turn of the Royal to take up the question 
of whether a combined meeting should be held or 
simply a meeting of the Association itself. On the 
whole, he thought the combined meeting was fairly 
successful. Unfortunately, there was no secretary 
in connection with the combined movement. 

Mr. McInTosH said he was sorry to say that the 
combined meetings had not been a success, and the 
question as to whether they should be continued was 
one for serious consideration. He did not wish to 
say anything further than this, but, unless such 
combined meetings were well attended—and he 
felt sure many could attend if they would make some 
effort—it was no use holding them. It was very 
discouraging to those who had the matter in hand 
when members did not turn up. 

The Hon. Secretary thought it was up to the 
South Eastern, or Southern Branch, to hold a com- 
bined meeting in December. 

Mr. J. WILLETT said such a meeting always entailed 
great expense to the different Societies, over and 
above the ordinary expenses of the meeting, and the 
meetings had not proved their worth. He was in 
cordial agreement with Mr. McIntosu that the 
Royal should revert to its ordinary meetings. 

Mr. McInTosu said the only question was, would 
the Society be justified in doing this before discussing 
the whole thing with the other Associations? It 
was practically a joint arrangement. 

Mr. CoLeMAN asked whether a combined meeting 
was held when the matter was fixed. 

The Hon. Secretary said there was a Council 
and a Secretary for the combined meeting held in 
London nearly twelve months ago. It was run, 
really, by the Southern Counties at their annual 
meeting, and the Royal put off its November meeting 
in order to hold it at the same time. 

Mr. CoLeEMAN asked what the initial stages in the 
formation of the combined meeting were. Mr. 
Livesey came along and gave an outline of the object 
of the meetings, and the Royal appointed delegates 
to a Council of the combined Associations, which met 
in Red Lion Square and arranged for the first com- 
bined meeting. If that were so, the Association was 
now empowered to withdraw from the combine. 

The PrestpENnt thought so, and suggested that a 
letter be written to the secretaries of the different 
Associations, telling them that it was felt the com- 
bined meetings had not been a success, and that the 
Royal proposed to withdraw and revert to its own 
meetings. Apparently there was no machinery 
to arrange for the next meeting. 

Mr. CoLEMAN said the combined meetings interfered 
with the meetings of the Royal very greatly. 
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Mr. McIntosa thought it might be better, -in the 
first place, to convey to the other Branches the opinion 
of the Division, namely, that it was considered the 
objects in view had not been realised, and that there 
was a question whether combined meetings should 
continue to be held. Personally, he thought they 
ought not. The Southern Counties would be holding 
a meeting shortly, and the matter would also be 
brought up there. 

The Hon. Secretary thought it was for the 
Southern Counties to make the next move, and, 
as there were three or four present belonging to the 
Southern Counties -Association, the question could 
be raised at that meeting, with an intimation that the 
Royal wished to withdraw. 

Mr. McInrosu believed that was the better course 
to adopt. 

The Hon. Secretary said that a resolution might be 
drafted, stating that the Royal desired to withdraw, 
and that Mr. McIntosh might be asked to act as the 
delegate of the Royal and place the views of the 
members brfore the Southern Counties. 

Mr. McIntosu said he should be very pleased to do 
so. 

Mr. J. WiLLeETT said it should be stated that it was 
not owing to want of enthusiasm, but to want of 
support. 

Mr. CoLEMAN thought the suggestion of the Hon. 
Secretary, that the National should hold a combined 
meeting, should not be lost sight of. 

The Hon. Secretary said it would be a branch 
meeting, including all the Societies and financed by 
the National. 

Mr. J. WILLETT suggested the next meeting of the 
Association be held at Reading, and that instead of 
a dinner a luncheon should be held. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the next annual meeting 
be held at Reading, in December, and that there should 
be a luncheon and not a dinner. 

Mr. MacCorMack seconded the motion, which was 
unanimously carried. 


RESIGNATION OF Str JoHN M’Fapy@an. 


The PRESIDENT said he had a very sad duty to 
perform in announcing the resignation as Honorary 
Associate of Sir John M’Fadyean. 

The Hon. Secretary said there was a little personal 
note introduced into the correspondence that «he 
wanted to mention before reading the letters, and he 
hoped the meeting would support the reply he had 
sent. He intended to adopt at that meeting exactly 
the same attitude as he had adopted at the last 
meeting, namely, that he was the Honorary Secre- 
tary of the Association and had simply to carry out 
instructions. The first letter he received was dated 
October 7th, and, like many members, he thought 
Sir John had run his head against that branch meeting 
of the National as a meeting of the Royal Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association, because the various 
Societies sent out the notices under their own headings. 
The first letter was as follows :— 
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“ Dear Sir, “7th October, 1921. 

“| duly received your letter of the 23rd ult., in 
which you express the hope that I will make every 
endeavour to be present at the next meeting of the 
Royal Counties National Veterinary Medical 
Association on October 12th. 

‘TI confess I received this invitation with surprise, 
as my attention had been called to the report of 
the previous meeting on the 22nd July, which you 
furnished to the Veterinary Record, and which 
appeared in that paper on the 3rd September. 
From that source of information I learned that the 
nine members of the Association (including your- 
self) who were present at the meeting constituted 
themselves into a court to try me on a charge of 
unprofessional conduct, and that after hearing false 
and unsupported evidence from a single witness 
they passed, apparently with unanimity, a reso- 
lution which was in effect equivalent to finding me 
guilty of the charge. And, as if this insult were 
not considered enough, I am now invited to attend 
the next meeting of the Association. Self-respect 
will not allow me to retain any kind of connection 
with such a Society, and I must therefore ask you 
to have my name removed without delay from the 
list of Honorary Members. 

* Yours faithfully, 
** (Signed) J. M’FapyEAn.” 
There was no reference to him there as Honorary 
Secretary of the Association. On the 11th October 
he replied as follows :— 
“ Dear Sir, 

““T am in receipt of your letter of the 7th inst. 
The notice sent to you was one that the Secretary 
of the Southern Branch of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association requested me to send to all the 
members of the Royal Counties Veterinary Medical 
Association in my position as Hon. Secretary of 
that Association. 

‘You have apparently taken my action as a purely 
personal one towards yourself, but I am convinced 
that on consideration you will see that such is not 
the case. 

“ With regard tothe resolution to which you refer, 
passed at the last meeting of the Royal Counties 
V.M.A., I will only state that at that meeting I 
took no part whatever in the discussion, nor did 
I vote. I acted throughout as Secretary of the 
Association, and carried out my inStructions. 

‘As intimated above, the meeting called for the 
12th is not one of the R.C.V.M.A., but of the 
Southern Branch of the N.V.M.A., and no business 
connected with the former will be transacted. 

“Should you wish the last paragraph of your letter 
to stand, I will lay the matter before the Royal 
Counties Association at its meeting in November. 

‘Your letter is addressed to me personally, but 
I presume you wish me to deal with it as if 
addressed to the Secretary of the R.C.V.M.A. 

“Yours faithfully, 
** (Signed) P. J. Simpson, 
“* Hon. Secretary.” 








In reply, he received the following letter, dated 
October 13th :-— 

“Dear Mr. Simpson, 

“IT have received your letter of the 11th inst., 
and I regret that you should have fallen into the 
error of supposing that my letter of the 7th inst. 
was addressed to you in your private capacity. 
It was of course intended for the Honorary Secretary 
of the Royal Counties Veterinary Medical Associ- 
ation. 

“The fact that the notice I received regarding 
the meeting held yesterday was sent by you at the 
request of the Secretary of the Southern Branch 
of the N.V.M.A. is a point of no importance to me. 
What is important is that, acting in the ordinary 
course as Honorary Secretary of the Royal Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association, you invited me, 
as an Honorary Member of that Association, to 
attend the meeting. 

“IT must therefore ask you to be good enough to 
read my letter of the 7th inst. at the next meeting 
of the Association, and to give it as much publicity 
as you gave to the proceedings of the previous 
meeting. 

‘“‘T am glad to learn from your letter that you did 
not vote for the resolution adverse to myself 
which was passed at the last meeting, but sorry 
that you felt obliged not to vote against it. I 
have no doubt, however, you thought you had good 
reasons for not questioning the attack that was 
made on me. 

“ Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) J. M’Fapyean.”’ 

In order to avoid hurting Sir John M’Fadyean’s 
feelings again, he did not send him a notice of the 
present meeting. 

Mr. CoLEeMAN said as he believed he was the culprit 
who had caused the whole of the trouble, he should 
like to propose that Sir John M’Fadyean’s resignation 
be accepted with great regret. He would also like 
to point out that the members present at that meeting 
did not support in the least degree the suggestion 
that was contained in his resolution, that Sir John 
ha. been guilty of unprofessional conduct ; in fact, 
they all disagreed with it, and Mr. McIntosh particu- 
larly, in supporting the resolution, cut that part out. 
He should also like to express his great grief that a 
man holding the position which Sir John M’Fadyean 
now held, largely through the instrumentality of 
the general practitioner, should stoop to such petty 
actions as he had done on the present occasion and on 
others. If he held the position whjch he justly did 
hold, he was open to criticism in the same way as 
any other member of the profession, and, if he was 
guilty, in honour he should admit it or give an explan- 
ation if he had been wrongly understood. He thought 
the less said on that occasion the better, and it was 
with great regret he proposed that the resignation 
should be received. 

Mr. J. R. Baxter said that as seconder of Mr. 
Coleman’s original proposition he would second the 
present motion. 
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Mr. McInrosu said he had listened, as he was sure 
they all did, with the greatest regret to Sir John 
M’Fadyean’s letter of resignation. With regard 
to any words of his, he was sorry if they gave offence, 
but he had no apology to offer, as his remarks were 
directed, rightly or wrongly, against a policy which 
he did not approve of. 

He had the greatest respect for Sir John and his 
opinions, and everyone of them realised the good 
work he had done for the profession, and they were 
proud of the great eminence to which he had attained 
in the ranks of science. 

If it were possible to retain Sir John as an Honorary 
Associate, the Society would be doing itself honour, 
and he ventured to suggest Sir John M’Fadyean 
would not be doing his honour or reputation an 
injustice. No man, no matter how eminent, must 
expect to escape criticism, and it was only right that 
matters should be frankly and freely discussed. 
He sometimes thought that the man who did escape 
criticism had done nothing worth remembering. 
He would suggest that Sir John be asked to reconsider 
the matter, and he would move, as an amendment, 
that the Hon. Secretary be instructed to write Sir 
John M’Fadyean asking him to withdraw his 
resignation. 

Mr. J. WILLETT said he would formally second the 
amendment. He quite agreed that the meeting 
referred to was not sitting in judgment on Sir John. 
He really thought that in time the bitterness would 
pass and hoped the withdrawal of Sir John’s resig- 
nation would follow. 

The PREsIDENT said that personally he was very 
pleased to support the amendment. 

Mr. CoLEMAN said he quite agreed with the amend- 
ment so far, but, seeing that Sir John had had so many 
months to consider the matter, he thought it was for 
Sir John himself to hold out the olive branch, and not 
for the Association. The Royal felt honoured by 
his being an Associate, but he would point out that 
since he (Mr. Coleman) had been a member Sir John 
had never attended a meeting. He should be very 
sorry to hurt Sir John’s feelings in any way, but he 
did wish to impress upon him that, after all, he was 
only a member of the profession, and not its arch- 
deity. If it was the general wish of the members, 
he would, with his seconder’s permission, withdraw 
his original motion. 

The PrestpENT said the action of the Association 
might be a matter of pouring oil on troubled waters 
or pouring it to feed the flames, but he thought the 
amendment ought to be accepted if possible. He 
took it that when anyone had tendered his resignation 
he would hardly, under any circumstances, ask to be 
reinstated, but the Society could do that. The 
amendment was now a substantive motion: That 
the Association ask Sir John M’Fadyean to reconsider 
his resignation. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The Hon. Secretary: With regard to the letter 
from the Secretary of the National, now that the 
officers of the Royal had been elected it might be 
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possible to elect those who were to serve on the Council 
of the National. The President, Secretary and 
Treasurer were appointed to serve before. There 
was one representative for every 25 members, and 
the Royal consisted of 76 members. 

On the proposition of Mr. McIntosu, seconded by 
Mr. Stocock, the President, Secretary and Treasurer 
were re-elected as representatives on the Council of 
the National. 

The Hon. Secretary announced that the contents 
of the collection box for the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund amounted to £3 5s. Od. 

Mr. J. K. BAxTER then read his paper on “ Some 
Notes of Cases met in Country Practice.” 

[Mr. Baxter’s paper, with the ensuing discussion, 
will appear in a future issue.—Ep.] 

On the proposition of Mr. HANcocK, seconded by 
Mr. CoLEMAN, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
to the President for his services in the chair and his 
work for the Association during the past year. 

The meeting then terminated. 

P. J. Stmpson, Hon. Secretary. 


Central Veterinary Society. 
(Continued. ) 


Professor G. H. WootpripGe then presented his 
report upon the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress, 
Folkestone, in July, which he attended as a delegate 
from the Central Veterinary Society. 

Professor WooLtprRIDGE said, The 32nd Congress 
of the Royal Sanitary Institute was held at Folke- 
stone during the week June 20th—25th, 1921. It 
was presided over by the Karl of Radnor, and con- 
sisted of various sections and conferences as in former 
years. The Veterinary Section, which was called 
a Conference ot Veterinary Inspectors, met on June 
22nd and 23rd, in the Masonic Hall, Folkestone, 
and was presided over by Major-General Sir L. J. 
Blenkinsop, K.C.B., D.8.0., F.R.C.V.S. 

The proceedings of the Section opened with a 
Presidential »address, in which the President 
emphasised the claims of the veterinary profession 
to deal with certain sections of Public Health work. 
Amongst other things he dealt briefly with the subject 
of tuberculosis and the danger of that disease being 
conveyed from animal sources to the human being. 
He considered it scandalous that some definite attempt 
had not yet been taken for the control, if not eradi- 
cation, of this scourge amongst our farm stoctks. 
He called attention to the wastage of child life, due 
to bovine tuberculosis, and also drew attention to 
the toll this disease takes of our milk and meat pro- 
ducing animals. He suggested that steps should be 
tuken to make the disease notifiable in its early 
stages, and continued :—“‘ There appears to be 
hesitation in bringing forward efficient legislation, 
owing to the fear of dangerously reducing the total 
quantity of milk produced in this country; but 
surely we are not justified in countenancing in this 
way the distribution of disease-bearing milk, even 


if the eradication of the disease would necessarily 





have the effect of curtailing it, which I greatly doubt. 
With our present scientific knowledge we have other 
methods at our disposal than the pole-axe.” With 
these views I think all the members of the Society 
will certainly agree. 


The first paper read before the Section was on 
“The tuberculin test in cattle,” by Mr. Brennan de 
Vine, in the course of which the author dealt especially 
with the three common methods of testing, viz., the 
subcutaneous method, the ophthalmic method, and 
the intra-dermal method. He showed how each of 
these tests may be employed to supplement or to 
check doubtful reactions by one of the other tests. 
Mr. de Vine gave a number of tables of tests applied 
amongst dairy cows to illustrate the value of the test, 
and incidentally arrived at the figure 38-2 per cent. 
of reactors in a total of 676 animals tested. He 
recorded the conclusion that in competent hands, 
and properly carried out, the tuberculin test is 
absolutely reliable as a diagnostic agent. Mr. de 
Vine insisted that with a view to preventing fraud, 
tuberculin should be standardised and controlled, 
and that if due precautions are taken in applying the 
test, fraud in the majority of cases would be detected. 


In discussing this point with various medical 
officers, your delegate heard with regret the opinion 
expressed that in many cases veterinary surgeons 
were negligent in carrying out the test, as, forexample, 
in the recording of temperature with insufficient 
frequency duiing the period of test. If this be the 
case, it is to be deplored, and your delegate emphasised 
the necessity for paying strict attention to detail 
and the avoidance of slipshod methods; moreover. 
wherever possible, the animal to be tested should be 
quarantined for not less than one month prior to 
undergoing the test. By this means fraudulent 
actions, such as the previous injection of tuberculin 
or the administration of drugs, would be overcome, 
and, moreover, animals infected, but still only in the 
incubative stage at the commencement of the 
quarantine period, would have in all probability 
developed the disease sufficiently to re-act to the test. 


The discussion on Mr. de Vine’s paper was well 
sustained, the speakers, including Messrs. Eaton 
Jones, Parker, Hobday, Morris, Dr. Scurfield, Mr. 
Deputy Neal, and your delegate. 


The second paper was presented by Mr. E. 
Burndred, of Blackburn, on “ The slaughtering of 
animals for human food.” The vartous methods of 
slaughtering in common use were considered, and 
also various methods of so-called humane slaughter, 
in the course of which the author pointed out that in 
the use of bullet firing appliances there is a certain 
amount of danger. He further suggested that 
animals should always be stunned in special pens, 
distinct from the bleeding and dressing room, and 
expressed the view that slaughtermen should be 
licensed by the local authority. 

The following members of the Congress took part 
in the discussion:— Messrs. Hayhurst. Gerald Leighton, 
Neal, Hobday, Parker, Paddison and Wooldridge. 
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Mr. Thomas Parker, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
next read a paper on “The uniformity of Meat 
Inspection and some suggestions as to how it might 
be secured.” This was a very excellent paper, by a 
man who was evidently a master on this subject. 
It was so full of useful information that it is quite 
impossible to attempt to summarise it in a report 
such as this. The subject was dealt with under three 
headings, (1) The supervision of animals before and 
after slaughter; (2) a system and standard of in- 
spection ; (3) administration. 

“The following gentlemen took part in the 
discussion :~—Messrs. Gerald Leighton, of Edinburgh ; 
Major, of Brighton; Dr. Colman, Medical Officer of 
Health for Lincoln; the Meat Inspector for Kidder- 
minster; Mr. J. B. Buxton, Mr. G. P. Male, Mr. 
Neal, and your delegate. 

At the end of the discussion the 
resolutions were adopted .— 

(1) That the resolution passed in favour of the 
abolition of private slaughter-houses at New- 
castle in 1919 and Birmingham in 1920 be 
further confirmed at this meeting at Folkestone. 

(2) That such legislation should be passed as would 
make the necessary provision for ante-mortem 
and post-mortem examination, and would give 
power to the local authority to seize any animal 
exposed for sale in any public market, in 
respect of which the Inspector might have 
reasonable grounds for suspecting the exist- 
ence of disease injurious to public health. 

The latter resolution was directed particularly 
against such animals taken to markets in an obviously 
diseased condition, but of which all traces were lost 
on their removal from the market. 

The final paper of the Section, on “ Disinfection 
and Disinfectants,” was read by Mr. Jackson Young, 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. This 
paper was also of very high standard, and emphasised 
the necessity of thorough knowledge and training 
in the use of disinfectants if the object aimed at by 
their use is to be effected. With regard to the 
disinfection of buildings, the author recommended 
preferably the use of chlorinated lime, with the 
addition of a little sulphuric acid or crude carbolic 
acid. He also discussed the use of burning sulphur 
and of formalin for this purpose. The discussion 
was sustained by Messrs. Parker, Male, Leighton, 
and the President ; the latter emphasised the advant- 
ages of the use of the blow-lamp, and also of super- 
heated steam to remove whitewash, which otherwise 
affords protection to various infective agents. 

In conclusion, I would like to emphasise the value 
of sending delegates to Congresses of this character. 
It is only by these means that we are able in any way 
to carry out propaganda work amongst others en- 
gaged in public health work. That our interests 
require careful watching was shown in the section of 
Sanitary Science and Preventive Medicine, where, 
during the discussion of a peper on “ Pasteurised 
versus clean milk,” aspersions were cast upon the 
ability of the veterinary profession to undertake 
the eradication of tuberculosis. Fortunately, 


following 





General Sir L. J. Blenkinsop was present at the 
time and readily took up the challenge on behalf 
of his professional colleagues. He pointed out that 
“with the aid of mallein, glanders had been eradicated 
from the British Army to such an extent that since 
the Armistice there had not been a single case of 
clinical glanders amongst military animals in the 
United Kingdom. The men who can eradicate 
tuberculosis from our herds are those who eradicated 
glanders from our military animals, and to disparage 
these men is not the best way to assist them in 
attaining the objective we all have in view. The 
Americans began by employing State officials to test 
with tuberculin, but quickly found that resort had 
to be made to the general veterinary practitioner, 
and it will be found that these are the men who will 
have to be trusted to eradicate tuberculosis in this 
country, and if they are given proper support they 
will not fail.’ 

In view of these attacks occurring in other sections, 
it would appear to me advisable, if possible, for a 
preliminary meeting of veterinary delegates to take 
place, to arrange for some of the members to attend 
discussions in other sections where subjects are 
brought forward in which the prerogatives of the 
veterinary profession may be challenged. Medical 
officers of health, municipal delegates, sanitary 
inspectors and others are frequently seen in the 
veterinary section, and take part in the discussions 
there, but I am afraid that veterinary delegates 
are too rarely found taking part in discussions in 
other sections. J] think it advisable that this should 
be remedied in future, if possible. 

The attendance at the veterinary section was very 
good, and averaged from 50 to 60 at the various 
meetings. Before dispersing, a vote of appreciation 
was accorded to the President and to Mr. Hayhurst, 
the recording secretary, for their efforts in bringing 
the meeting to such a successful issue. 

On the proposition of Mr. McInTosn, seconded by 
Mr. LioneEL Stroup, a hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to Professor Wooldridge for his report. 


ELECTION TO THE CoUNCIL OF THE NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


On the proposition of the SecrETARY, seconded by 
Mr. Lionet Srroup, the following gentlemen were 
elected as members of the Council of the N.V.M.A. :— 
The President (Mr. G. H. Livesey), Major-General 
Sir L. J. Blenkinsop, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Mr. 8S. H. 
Slocock, Mr. J. Willett, Professor J. Macqueen and 
Major F. Hobday. 


INSURANCE FEES. 


It was resolved, ‘‘ That the Society recommend that 
the scale of fees acceptable be the 1914 fees, plus 
50 per cent. and the mileage, 9d. a mile travelled 
after the first mile.” 


FEDERATION OF MEDICAL AND ALLIED SOCIETIES. 


Major F. Hosppay moved: “That the Council 
of the Central Veterinary Society urge the National 
Veterinary Medical Association to consider the 
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question of joining the Federation of Medical and 
Allied Societies.” He said that a short time ago he 
had asked about the veterinary profession joining 
the Federation, and in reply had received the following 
letter :—‘‘ Your letter of the 22nd inst., asking if 
the National Veterinary Association is eligible for 
membership of this Federation came before my 
Council at a meeting yesterday. The meeting was 
of unanimous opinion that the inclusion of a body 
representative of veterinary science would be to the 
advantage of the Federation and the community. 
Particularly in regard to diseases communicable 
between man and the lower animals was it considered 
that co-operation would be advantageous.” At 
his request, a large number of the prospectuses was 
sent along, so that the members might see them. 
He had tried to get the Secretary or the President 
of the Federation to come along and give some details 
as to what had been already done, but, unfortunately, 
owing to another meeting, they were unable to do so. 

Major Hoppay read extracts from the prospectus 
of the Federation, which started in October, 1918, 
when representatives of a number of medical societies 
met to consider the possibility of co-operating to 
make their sectionally-representative views collectively 
available in guiding public opinion and legislation 
on health matters. That, of course, concerned the 
veterinary profession as well as other branches of 
the medical profession. According to the prospectus, 
it was held that as each of the existing medical 
associations or societies represented some particular 
phase of professional life, no one of them could 
represent all phases, and therefore it was resolved 
that a body should be formed, composed of represent- 
atives of existing bodies. Jn order effectively to 
deal with many public health questions involving 
collateral interests, it was further resolved to invite 
the co-operation of representative organisations of 
professions ancillary to medicine. A Medical Parlia- 
mentary Committee was set up, which met the 
representatives of over 60 societies, and it was decided 
to form a permanent body, and later the title of 
“ Federation of Medical and Allied Societies ’’ was 
adopted. The Federation had been incorporated. 
According to the prospectus, the Federation desired 
to put forward a constructive policy, standing for 
a new principle in the attainment of medical reform, 
enabling those who provided the health services to 
take their due share in framing the health policy of 
the country, and by primarily seeking to promote 
the welfare of the general community to ensure the 
fullest recognition for professional interests that 
directly or indirectly contributed to the efficiency 
of the health services. That, he thought, would 
particularly appeal to the veterinary profession, 
in view of what they were hoping would presently 
come along in connection with the Veterinary Officers 
of Health Scheme, which was before the Ministry 
of Health at the present moment. 

Major Hoppay read the objects of the Society 
and many of the By-laws, and said that the fee for 
membership for a society under 500 was one guinea 
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entrance fee and an annual subscription of five 
guineas. That would about cover the Central, 
but the National would come under an entrance fee 
of three guineas and an annual subscription of eight 
guineas. He moved, “ That the Council of the Central 
Veterinary Society ask the National Veterinary 
Medical Association to consider the question of 
joining the Federation of Medical and Allied Societies.” 
Major Hornay’s resolution was thoroughly dis- 
cussed, nearly all the Fellows speaking on the subject 
and in favour of it. It was unanimously agreed to 
send the proposal to the National for their consider- 
ation. 
Huss A. MacCormack, 
Hon. Secretary. 


Midland Counties Veterinary Medical Association. 


The quarterly meeting of the Midland Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association was held at the Swan 
Hotel, Stafford, on Thursday, November 17th. The 
president (Mr. H. 8. Reynolds, of Daventry) occupied 
the chair, and the other members present were 
Messrs. J. Martin, sen. (Wellington); J. Martin, jun. 
(Newport, Salop): W. F. Aston (Ludlow); W. Tart 
(Longton); W. G. Thomson (Stafford); Tudor 
Hughes (Oswestry); R. P. Holmes (Birmingham) ; 
A. B. Forsyth (Cannock) ; H. L. Pemberton, (Bridg- 
north); J. E. Hutchinson (Eccleshall); W. H. 
Brooke (Handsowrth) ; J. Thomson (Market Drayton); 
and Mr. H. J. Dawes (Hon. Secretary). The visitors 
present were Messrs. C. V. Dayus (Craven Arms) 
and KE. Beaumont (Bishop’s Castle). 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received 
from Professor Hobday, Messrs. G. F. Banham, H. 
B. Hiles, J. Robertson, E. Ringer, B. De Vine, P. M. 
Evershed, J. J. Burchnall, J. Bainbridge, L. W. 
Heelis, F. L. Gooch, W. Dale, W. J. Dale, jun., D. 
Forwell, M. Sadler, F. Franklin, J. R. Jones, W. W. 
Grasby, J. E. Hutchinson, R. L. Phillips, J. R. Carless, 
R. E. Murrison, R. Over, A. Over, T. D. Martin, 
W. Trigger, R. Hughes and others. 

Nominations for Membershiy.—The minutes of the 
previous meeting having been confirmed, Mr. W. G. 
TNOMSON nominated for membership of the Associ- 
ation Mr. T. G. Hoban, of Whitchurch. 

Mr. H. J. Dawes (Hon. Secretary) nominated 
Mr. C. V. Dayus, of Craven Arms, and Mr. E. Beau- 
mont, of Bishop’s Castle. The Hon. Secretary said 
Mr. Dayus was the son of an old member of the 
Association, and he and Mr. Beaumont had written 
to him requesting nomination. He mentioned that 
fact because he thought it was a good sign when young 
members of the profession came forward in that way. 

Mr. Tupor HucGuHes nominated for membership 
of the Association Mr. Arthur J. Curtiss, of Shrews- 
bury. 

Meeting of the Council—-The Hon. SEcRETARY 
reported that earlier in the day a meeting of the 
Council was held, when it was recommended that at 
the next meeting of the Association to be held in 
Birmingham the subject for discussion would be 
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“Contagious Abortion in Cattle,” and that Mr. 
Tudor Hughes be invited to open it. 

The Hon. Secretary gave notice of his intention 
to move at the next meeting of the Association 
that a sum of ten guineas be contributed by the 
Association to the John Malcolm Memorial Fund. 

A letter was read from Mr. F. Woolston, of Bedford, 
tendering his resignation as a member of the Associ- 
ation, and it was recommended that the Hon. Secre- 
tary write him, requesting him to reconsider his 
decision. 

The recommendations of the Council were adopted, 
on the motion of Mr. Forsytu, seconded by Mr. J. 
THOMSON. 

ProFressor ADAMI AND UNQUALIFIED 
PRACTITIONERS. 

Mr. Tupor Hueues referred to a letter which he 
and others had received from Professor Adami, 
Vice-Chancellor of Liverpool University, asking 
for particulars of unqualified practitioners and 
castrators in his district. He said he had written 
that gentleman, enquiring if what he was doing was 
in co-operation with the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons or the National Veterinary Association. 
To that letter he had not up to the present had a 
reply, and in the meantime he had refrained from 
sending him the information for which he asked. 

The Hon. Secretary said he quite agreed with 
the course Mr. Hughes had pursued. He thought 
it was a matter that should be dealt with by the 
National Veterinary Association rather than by an 
individual. 

Mr. Tart said he had a similar application from 
Profeasor Adami, and he was holding his hand for 
the same reason as Mr. Hughes. 

Mr. W. G. THomson and Mr. Aston made a similar 
observation. 

The Presipent: I am pleased Mr. Hughes has 
raised this question. I purposely did not answer 
Professor Adami’s letter because I hoped it would 
crop up to-day. I would suggest that none of our 
members give the information asked for until they 
know something more definite as to what is at the 
back of it. 

Mr. MarTIN, SEN., suggested that they write to 
Professor Adami and tell him the matter had been 
referred to the National Veterinary Association, from 
whom he must get the information he wanted. 

Eventually, on the motion of the Hon. Secretary, 
seconded by Mr. Hughes, it was resolved that a letter 
be written to Professor Adami, telling him that the 
matter had been referred to the National. 

Mr. Powley’s Absence.—The Hon. Secretary read 
a letter from Mr. J. O. Powley, regretting, that for 
the second time in succession he was obliged to 
disappoint the Association by not attending to read 
his paper on “ Rabies.” Last time he was kept 
away by a sudden outbreak of foot-and-mouth 
disease, and now his child was so seriously ill that he 
was unwilling to leave home. However, he enclosed 
his paper and asked that someone might read it in 
his absence. 

The Hon. Secretary said Mr. Powley was one of 
their keenest members, and he was sure it was ne 





ordinary thing that kept him away. He moved that 
a telegram of sympathy be forwarded in the name of 
the Association to Mr. and Mrs. Powley, with an 
expression of the hope that their child might be spared 
to them. 

This was seconded by the PRESIDENT and carried. 

A paper on “ Rabies,” written by Mr. J. O. Powley, 
was then read to the meeting. [Mr. Powley’s paper, 
together with a report of the discussion, appears 
elsewhere in this issue.—ED.] 

On the motion of the Hon. Secretary, seconded 
by Mr. Martin, SEN., a hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to Mr. Powley for his paper. 


SomME INTERESTING CASES. 


Mr. Martin produced (i.) a large hair ball, twice 
the size of a cricket ball, which a butcher had found 
in the stomach of a fat pig. (ii.) A small tuft of hair, 
which looked like a hair cyst, found in an abscess 
on the withers of a waggon horse. (iii.) The bowel 
of a dog which had died from internal hemorrhage 
after great pain. The animal had swallowed the fore 
part of a sheep’s trotter, and a sharp piece of the 
horn had acted like a knife and cut the bowel. The 
members agreed that this was a most extraordinary 
case. (iv.) An enlarged testicle of a dog, which 
was outside the scrotum altogether and the cord had 
twisted itself three times. The dog did not survive 
the operation for removal. 

Mr. PEMBERTON showed what appeared to be two 
calculi of medium size, which were extremely light. 
The opinion of those present was that notwithstanding 
their smooth surface, they were really hair balls. 

Mr. Tupor HuGuHEs mentioned a curious case of 
tuberculosis in a Holstein bull. The animal was 
in good condition and it developed symptoms in the 
joints similar to rheumatism. The owner had him 
slaughtered with a view to selling him to the butcher. 
He (Mr. Hughes) found tuberculous carditis. There 
was a tuberculous abscess which had broken in the 
left ventricle. A remarkable feature was the absence 
of any generalised tuberculosis in the lungs. The 
carease had to be condemned, as it would have 
been impossible to cut a single good joint. 

The members had tea together at the close of the 
meeting. H. J. Dawes, F.R.C.V.S., 

Hon. 


Notes and News. 


Canadian Embargo on English Cattle. 


The High Commissioner for Canada is notified by 
the Minister of Agriculture at Ottawa that, owing 
to the existence of foot-and-mouth disease in England, 
the importation to Canada of cattle, sheep, other 
ruminants, and swine from the United Kingdom, 
with the exception of Scotland, is prohibited. 

Permits for the importation of cattle, sheep, other 
ruminants, and swine from Scotland will only be issued 
under the following conditions :— 

The animals may be embarked at any port in 
Scotland, and, in addition to the usual health certifi- 
cates, must be accompanied by an affidavit from the 


See. 
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shipper that the animals so embarked have been in 
Scotland for two months previous to the date of 
embarkation.— The Times. 
Veterinary Academy of Vienna. 
StupDENts Facep witH STARVATION. 
The following pathetic appeal speaks for itself :-— 
MENSA DER VETERINARMEDIZINER, VIENNA, 
111, Tierarztliche Hochschule, 


Z 381. Vienna, 25th November, 1921. 
COMRADES. 
Austria has sunk into misery and _ poverty. 


Thousands upon thousands of widows and orphans, 
whose bread-winners lost their lives on the battle- 
field, now suffer great want and hunger. 

And misery and poverty made no halt even before 
the gates of our academy. They are felt, more than 
by other professions, by the academicians, especially 
by the students of Veterinary Medicine, for they 
belong, in the majority of cases, to the families of 
officials or similar classes being anything but 
rich, and therefore continue their studies amid a 
thousand wants. There were great difficulties to 
be got over before we succeeded in giving cheap 
dinners and suppers in the Mensa veterinaria to 
students without means. But the cost of living, 
increasing from day to day, and the constantly 
receding value of the Austrian crown, will soon 
make it impossible to many colleagues to pay even 
the necessary small charges, and many of them have 
no resources to fall back upon. The means of the 
Association are exhausted. 

Thus the Association Mensa der Veterinarmediziner 
of the Veterinary Academy of Vienna appeals to you, 
dear colleagues, for assistance. Please do not 
abandon your colleagues of the Veterinary Academy 
of Vienna to their dismal fate. Please let every one 
according to his fortune help to save what can be 
saved yet! Gifts may be sent to the Association 
Mensa der Veterinarmediziner, Vienna, 111/1, 
Tierarztliche Hochschule, Austria. 

With thanks and kind regards, for the Committee 
of Management : 

(Signed) Prinz, Secretary. 

Mr. F. Bullock, Secretary, Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 1, has 
kindly offered to forward any gifts which members 
may wish to make. 





Prizes for Effective Control Measures for Foot-and- 
Mouth Disease. 

The foreign offices of various countries were informed 
by the Government of Uruguay of a prize-offering 
by the legislature of that country which is intended to 
stimulate research work for the effective control of foot- 
and-mouth disease. The following prizes are offered :— 

1. A prize of 50,000 gold pesos is offered for the 
discovery of a serum which will protect vaccinated 
animals for at least six months against foot-and- 
mouth disease. 

2. A prize of 25,000 gold pesos is offered for the 
discovery of a method of cultivating in pure culture 
the causative agent of the disease. 
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3. <A prize of 25,000 gold pesos is offered for the 
development of a practical method whereby through 
vaccination a slight harmless attack of the disease 
is produced in the majority of treated animals. The 
method must be simple and easily carried out and the 
process of preparation must be such that the product 
may be prepared in sufficient quantities and be of a 
uniform potency. All three prizes may be awarded 
to one contestant. Ten thousand pesos are set aside 
for the experimental studies of foot-and-mouth disease 
by State and private institutions. The prize contest 
is open to research men of the entire world and should 
be made known throughout the different countries. 

The prizes will be awarded after a confirmation of 
the value of the discovery by commission of experts 
which will be appointed for that purpose.— Veterinary 
Medicine. 


A Remarkable Programme. 


The Eleventh International Congress of Comparative 
Pathology which will meet at Rome on September 
20th, 1922, announces the following agenda recently 
‘agreed upon at Turin by the executive committee of 
which Professor Perroncito is president :— 

1. Record of Experiments. 

2. The Regeneration of Nerves in Experimental 
Pathology, in Nervous Diseases, and in Lesions of the 
War. 

3. Vitality of Animal and Vegetal Parasites. 

4. Present Status of the Cancer Problem. Desir- 
able Orientation of the Researches. 

5. Vitamines and Deficiency Diseases in Man and 
in Animals. 

6. Diseases Due to Filtrable Viruses. 

7. Foot and Mouth Disease: Recent Researches. 

8. Rinderpest: Recent Researches. 

9. Avian Pest: 

10. Pest of Bees. 

11. Diseases of the Silk-Worm Nursery. 

12. Bacteriophages. 

13. Bacterial and Vegetal Tumours. 

14. Piroplasmoses. 

15. Evolutionary Cycle of the Dibothriocephalus 
latus. . 

16. Symbioses and Parasitism of Vegetables. 

17. Evolutionary Cycle of Ascarides. 

18. Evolutionary Cycle of Ankylostomes. 

19. Mange in Man and Animals. 

20. Diaspis Pentagona and Prospartella Berlegei. 

21. Questions Relative to Plant Parasites. 








Correspondence. 





Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in ——- Saturday's issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 





Whole-Time Salaries. 
Dear Sir,—I have nothing but admiration for the 
address recently delivered to the Mid. West and South 
Wales Veterinary Association by Professor Hobday, 
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on the question of the ridiculously inadequate whole-time 
salaries offered to veterinary inspectors. He strikes 
a note which should have been sounded and resounded 
years ago, and his statements ring with truth and sound 
common sense. We are—as he says—publicly judged 
by the social and pecuniary position we assume, and until 
this position is enhanced, we shall remain, as ever, in the 
ignominious state of social drudgery. Yes, truly, 
a councillor is required who has the courage of his con- 
victions, and who possesses the will to agitate for reform. 

The salaries offered by the Ministry of Agriculture 
and other bodies are disgraceful, and presumably will 
remain so as long as some highly paid officials can gain 
any “kudos” by running their departments cheaply— 
at the expense and degradation of other equally deserving, 
but less highly placed officials. 

The I.C.V.D. is shockingly underpaid, and Colonial 
service generally appears to have given rise to much 
discontent among those veterinary surgeons who have 
decided to give it a trial, as they (especially the married 
ones) find it increasingly difficult to live on the pay. 
I myself was strongly advised not to accept a post offered 
me by the India Office, as I was assured by those in the 
know that I would find myself in perpetual debt unless 
I was willing to forego much of the social life so integral 
to residence in India; to do so, of course, would have 
meant loss of prestige and virtual ostracism. 

Reform is necessary, and it is high time for action, 
and I hope sincerely that the sentiments expressed by 
Professor Hobday will find their counterpart in the 
minds of every member of our profession, so that hence- 
forth organised pressure may be brought to bear upon 
individuals and public bodies who offer such insulting 
remuneration to members of a learned and _ scientific 
profession. The whole question, however, doubtless 
hinges itself again upon the need for higher educationa) 
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attainments. Why let it be said that our educational 
standard is one whit inferior to that of the medical pro- 
fession ? 

It should not be; but I fear, while it is, our salaries 
will remain correspondingly low. Individually we can 
do nothing; collectively we can probably achieve all.— 
Yours faithfully, Hamimron Krrx, M.R.C.V.S., Capt. 
R.A.V.C., T.F. 

67 Wigmore Street, W.1, December 11th, 1921. 








Army Veterinary Service. 


Lonpon Gazerre. © War Orrice. ReGuLAR Forces. 

December 16th.—Lt.-Col. E. E. Martin, C.M.G., C.B.E., 
F.R.C.V.S., to be Col. (December Ist); Major A. J. 
Williams, D.S.0., F.R.C.V.S., to be Lt.-Col. (December Ist). 

Major H. Greenfield to be acting-Lt.-Col. whilst holding 
the appointment of D.D.V.S., from July 20th to October 
3ist, 1920, and whilst holding the appointment of A.D.V.8., 
from November Ist, 1920, to July 2nd. 

December 21st.—Temp. Qrmr. and Capt. F. Benwell, 
D.C.M., relinquishes his commission on completion of 
service, and retains his rank (September 9th, 1919). 

December 22nd.—R.A.V.C.—Col. E. W. Larnder, C.B.E., 
having attained the age fixed for compulsory retirement, is 
placed on retired pay (December 23rd); Lt.-Col. and Bt.- 
Col. F. W. Hunt, C.M.G., C.B.E., to be Col. (December 
23rd); Major and Bt.-Lt.-Col. A. Olver, C.B., C.M.G., 
F.R.C.V.8., to be Lt.-Col. (December 23rd); Major and 
Bt.-Lt.-Col. W. H. Nicol, O.B.E., to be acting Lt.-Col. 
whilst employed as A.D.V.S. (November 23rd). 


TERRITORIAL FORCE. 
December 15th.—Capt. H. B. Collet (late R.A.V.C.) to 
be Capt., with precedence as from December 31st, 1915 





(December 16th); Capt. F. W. Powlett to be Major 





Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914. 
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*Excluding outbreaks in Army horses. 
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